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WELCOME TO  

We’re looking forward to meeting you this September, but 
before we do, we’d like to let you know a little bit more 
about our school, what we do and what we believe in. 

We would also like to find out a little more about you too.

At Whitelands Academy, we take learning very seriously 
and expect you to do the same. Before arriving in 
September, please make sure you complete this booklet. 
It will help us ensure you make a smooth transition into 
secondary school as well as give us information that will 
be important all the way through to year 11! 

We will also be rewarding excellent effort in a rewards 
evening in the first term.

The tasks we have prepared in this booklet are part of our 
Transition Honeycomb. 

Aim to complete the honeycomb by completing each of 
the tasks. Some tasks can be done in the book but others 
can be completed on separate paper.

W H I T E L A N D S  A C A D E M Y

SHARED AMBITION, SHARED SUCCESS 

Mr A Cush
Headteacher
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OUR VALUES  
At Whitelands Academy we have ‘6 Values’ that we expect 
everyone to show in and out of school. 

We believe these values will help you be successful in 
anything you choose to do for the rest of your life

SHARED AMBITION, SHARED SUCCESS 

Use a dictionary or the internet to define each value?

Which one of these is most important to you?

Integrity

Resilience

Respect

Ambition

Teamwork

Tolerance

Can you give an example of when you have needed that value?
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SHARED AMBITION, SHARED SUCCESS 

OUR EXCITING
NEW SCHOOL 
We have many exciting facilities at Whitelands such as:

This was when we visited 
the school to see the 
facilities being built.

What facilities are you most looking forward to using?

Are there any clubs that you would like us to run?

Getting to know the school

In order to give you an idea of what Whitelands will be like we have created three videos 
that will be placed on our website.

Please watch these and tick them off when you have finished.

• A day in the life of a Whitelands student
• Meet the teachers
• Assembly – What we stand for

If you have any questions from your videos write them here and you can ask your tutor.

Drama Studio
Music room with Apple Macs
Recording studio
Science laboratories
Allotments
Graphics room

Food technology
Art rooms
3D Printer
Recording studio
Sports hall
Sports pitches
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ABOUT YOU  
We’d love to see what you look like and get to know you.

What is your name?

Add your photo here

Your favourite moment of primary school?

What are you most looking forward to at Whitelands?

What are your favourite lessons?

What are your favourite hobbies?

What achievement are you most proud of?

Is there somebody who you would like in your tutor group?
(we can’t promise this but we will try) 

Which primary school do you go to?



SHARED AMBITION, SHARED SUCCESS 

What are you nervous or excited about?

Things I’m nervous about . . .

MOVING INTO 
SECONDARY  
Everyone feels differently about starting a new school. Some people will be 
excited, some nervous. Most people will be a combination of both.

Things I’m excited about . . .
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FOCUSING ON
SOLUTIONS

What is the one thing that makes you most nervous?

On the scale of 0 -10 how worried are you?

Think of a time where you have been worried before?

What helped you move down the scale that time?

Where on the scale would you like to be in 6 months time?

What could help you move one point nearer?

What will have changed to make you less worried?



SHARED AMBITION, SHARED SUCCESS 

IF YOU NEED HELP?  
What to do in Whitelands when you need help.

At Whitelands one of our values is respect. In practice this means we all listen to each other 
carefully. Therefore, any member of staff is there to help.

If you do have a concern your first point of help is your tutor. Your tutor will see you twice
a day and they are there to support you in all things.

Before and after school, at break as well as lunch times there are members of the leadership 
team on duty who will always be there to help.

We have a no mobile phone rule which will start when you enter school in the mornings. 
If you ever need to contact home this can be done through reception.

A lot will change over your time in Whitelands!

When you leave us, we would like to give you a reminder of the goals and dreams that you 
had when joining us. Therefore, we would like you to write a letter to your 16 year old self.

Try to be as creative as you can and write about the things that are most important to you 
now. Try to include:

• Good memories you have from primary school

• Things that are making you nervous or excited about joining Whitelands

• What lessons and experiences you are looking forward to?

• What do you hope to achieve during your time here

• What do you want to go on to do after school

• Anything that you aim to achieve outside of school

Please can you write this in your best writing on the next page. The reason for this is we 
want to see your best work and also keep this for your leavers assembly!
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A letter to my future 16 year old self . . .



ENGLISH - begin with:
Boy by Roald Dahl
Stig of the Dump by Clive King
Johnny and the Bomb by Terry Prtachett

ENGLISH - more challenging reads:
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis
His Dark Materials by Philip Pulman
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

ART:
The Art Book for Children edited by Phaidon Editors
13 Artists Children Should Know by Angela Wenzel

GEOGRAPHY:
A Life Like Mine: How Children Live Around the World (Dk Reference)
Collins School World Atlas

HISTORY:
A Little History of the World by Ernst Gombrich

DRAMA:
The Greeks on Stage: 25 plays from Greek myths by Geraldine McCaughrean
Face: The Play by Richard Conlon and Benjam Zephaniah

MATHS:
Murderous Maths by Kjartan Poskitt
The Number Devil: A Mathematical Adventure by Hans Magnus Enzensberger

SCIENCE:
The Way Science Works edited by Jayne Parsons
Do Try This at Home by Jon Milton

LANGUAGES:
The little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
Tintin - Secret of the Unicorn by Hergé  

 
 

SHARED AMBITION, SHARED SUCCESS 

SUMMER READING
Literacy is really important in secondary school, and whilst we recognise some people find it 
harder than others we know that through practice we can all improve.

Here are some exciting suggestions for summer reading to help you prepare for Year 7. 
You will be able to find all of these in your local library. 



I really enjoyed reading . . .?

because . . . .?
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Pick one or more of the books in our ‘Summer Reading List’ and give a brief comment on 
your favourite and why.

If you read any other exciting books in the Summer (not on our list), pick one that you’ve 
enjoyed the most and tell us which book it was and why you enjoyed it?

Summer booklist book . . .

I really enjoyed reading . . .?

because . . . .?

My Summer book . . .

Can you list some books that you would like to see in our new school library?



SHARED AMBITION, SHARED SUCCESS 

NEXT STEPS
It might seem like a long way off, but secondary school moves quickly. At Whitelands, 
we want to prepare all of our students for the world of work. To do this, we will develop 
employability skills such as organisation as well as focus on the qualifications you will need.

One employability skill that is important is research. For this task, think of a career that 
interests you and one that is quite new to you.

Use these websites to help you:

https://careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sectors

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers

What career have you found that interests you?

What category does it fall in?

What is the average salary?

How do you become one?

What skills might you need?

What is the job like on a day to day basis?
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SEE YOU IN
SEPTEMBER
We are looking forward to seeing you in September . . .

Thank you for taking time to complete this guide. Please bring your printed copy to your 
Tutor in September.

Our goal is for Whitelands to become one of the best schools in the country and one which 
we are all very proud of. So, remember everything we do will shape the future of the school 
for the years to come!

What will you need on your first day?

•  Your school bag (try to make it easy to carry as in secondary school these can get heavy).             
Lockers will be available.

•  Your school uniform (please refer to our uniform guide if you have any questions).

•  A pencil case with black/blue pens, green pens for feedback, pencils, ruler and a rubber.

•  This transition booklet.

•  Enthusiasm to learn! 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please email us:
admin@whitelandsacademy.org

You can also follow us on twitter:
@whitlandsacad and you can find us on Facebook

The school website will regularly get updated with information that you will need for 
September so do please keep checking.

https://www.whitelandsacademy.org

We look forward to seeing you on September 4th!!

?
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WHITELANDS ACADEMY
Hexham Road
Bicester
OX26 1AY

Telephone: 01793 818603
Web page: www.whitelandsacademy.org
Email: admin@whitelandsacademy.org
      @WhitelandsAcad
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